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ABSTRACT:
Orientalism has become an interesting and most vital movement in modern times. Its area of

interest spreads from research to criticism and criticism to insult, it also has been dealt with modern
strategies to colonize and occupied the third world countries. His past is the witness to this claim.
In the past, many orientalists have been working to promote the Western agenda against Islam and
Asian-African countries. The scholars observe the verity of orientalists in available stock. Some

of them are partial and opponents, some of them are research-orientated and some of them have a
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soft corner to Islam and the East. But the point which is common among them is their criticism on
the Seerah of the Holy prophet . At this point, most of them have agreed upon attitude, although,
their approaches are different from each other. Even some times they are found to criticize each
other in this issue. Most interesting thing is that some of them have claimed to near Islam and
Muslims or seem likewise. | mean a renowned contemporary orientalist and ex-catholic Christian
Nun, Ms. Karen Armstrong. A highly literate lady on the study of comparative religions. Most of
her work is upon the history of the religions. She has a good deal of books in her credit in this
field. She has also written on the biography of the Prophet of Islam. Mostly, she writes positively
but sometimes she seems to criticize the Holy Prophet # in the name of so-called academic
impartiality. This paper critically evaluates Karan Armstrong’s objection on the Seerah of Holy
Prophet # and try to search its answer academically in the light of Muslim scholarly views.
Analytical and critical approaches have adopted in this paper. It is perceived from the study that
most of her objections have no academic footings and some of them are due to lack of knowledge.
It’s suggested, there is a need to revisit our strategy to encounter the movement of orientalism in
the contemporary era.

Keywords: Karen Armstrong, Objections, Prophet’s Sirah, Critical Evaluation, Scholarly Views
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3. Karan Armstrong works on life and Mission of the Prophet, Dr. Khawar Sullena, 26:1, Al-Adwa, (2013),
P. 42-49.

4. “Karan Armstrong as a Biographer of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)”Muhammad Qasim & Sarfarz Khalid,
Journal of Islamic Studies and Culture, 5:2(2017), P. 72-79.

5. Patrick Grant, Still Looking for Karen, in Fortnight, No. 429 (Oct., 2004), P. 22-23.

6. Muslim Response to Modernity and a New Strategy of Peace in the World <Zamin Abbas Rana and
Amin, Muhammad and Ahmad, Zulfgar, (January 30, 2011). Interdisciplinary Journal of Contemporary
Research in Business, 2:2(2011), P.1-15.

7. Saeed, Riaz Ahmad, Karen Armstrong’s Views on Religious Fundamentalism: An Analytical Study of
her Book, “The Battle for God”, Research Journal Igan, VVol.2, no.1, 2019. (Submitted)
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“But | realized that many Western people had no opportunity to revise their impression of
Muhammad, so | decided to write a popular accessible account of his life to challenge this

entrenched view”.2
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1) “Through the Narrow Gate, 1982

2) Tongues of Fire 1984

3) Holy War: The Crusades and their Impact on Today’s world. (1988)

4) Muhammad: A Biography of the Prophet (1991)

5) A History of God (1993)

6) Vision of God 1994

7) Jerusalem: one city Three Faith (1996)

8) Islam: A short History (2000)

9) The Battle for God, 2000.

10) Buddha , 2003

11) Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time (2006)

12) The Great Transformation 2006
13) The Case for God (2009)

! Athar, Samia, Karen Armstrong or Mutalia-a-Seerat, Shasmai Fikar-o-Nazar, 6-49 (2016) P. 263-309.

2 Muhammad a Biography of Prophet Karen Armstrong (London: victor Gollancz <1991): P. 47.

3 Sullena, Dr. Khawar, Karan Armstrong works on life and Mission of the Prophet, Al-Adwa, 26:1(2013), P.42-49.
4 Armstrong, Keran, Through the Narrow Gate, (Flamingo, London, 1997); (London: Harper Perennial, 2005), P. 5.
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14) A Letter to Pakistan,2011
15) The Fields of Blood : History of religion Violence 2014
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5 https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/karen-armstrong-and-the-role-of-violence-in-religion-20141010-
114dt3.html/27/2/19.

& "Open Center Gala Honorees". 2009. Archived from the original on 3 November
2009.https://wikivisually.com/lang-sv/wiki/Karen_Armstrong/Accessed: 27/8/18.

" TED Prize. Archived from the original on 18 January 2010."2008 Winners".
http://www.tedprize.org/2008-winners/Accessed: 25/8/18.

8 "The Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Awards: Freedom of Worship: Karen Armstrong™2008.
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Karen-" Karen Armstrong"Armstrong/ Retrieved : 26/8/18.

® "Celebrated British author Karen Armstrong wins inaugural prize". British Academy. 4 July 2013.
https://www.britac.ac.uk/.../celebrated-british-author-karen-armstrong/Accessed: 24/8/18.

10 patrick Grant, Still Looking for Karen, in Fortnight, No. 429 (Oct., 2004), pp. 22-23.
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“Peter had written his own treatise, which addressed the Muslims world gently and with
affection: | approach you, as men often do with arms but with words; not with force but
with reason, not in hatred but in love, I love you, loving you, | write to you, writing to you

| invite you to salvation”.!3
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“He began quietly, speaking about his revelations to a small band of friends and family
members, who became enthusiastic and sympathetic disciples, convinced that he was the
long — awaited Arab Prophet. But Muhammad realized that the most of the Quraysh would

find it well-nigh impossible to accept this. The messenger of Allah had all been towering

13 Armstrong, Karen, Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet, P. 30.
14 Armstrong, Karen, Paighambar Islam ki Swaneh Hayyat, Tran. Naeem Ullah Malik (Nashriyat Lahore, 2018),
P:31.
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figures, founding fathers of society. Some had even worked miracles. How could
Muhammad measure up to Moses or Jesus? Quraysh had watched him growing up; they
saw him going about his business in the market, eating and drinking like everybody else”.*®
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15 Muhammad: A Biography, Karan, P.53.

16 Armstrong, Karen, Paighamber Aman, tran. Yasir Jawad (Nigarshat Publishers, 2007), P. 39.

17 Al-Azhari, Peer Karam Shah, Tafseer-Ul-Quran, (Zia-ul-Quran Publications, 1995), V: 1, P. 175.
18 Al-Quran, 2:285.

19 Al-Quran, 2:253.
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22 Sadeeqi, Abdul Hameed, Zaat-e-Nabwat par Aitrazaat ka Jaiza, (Mohadis, Rasool-a-Magbool Number, April
1976), V. 6, P. 4.

2 Al-Quran, 15:6-9.

24 Usmani, Muhammad Shaffi, Marif-ul-Quran, (Maktaba Al-Marif, Karachi, 2003), P. 490-491.
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“But at that time, He did not understand what was happening. He was forty years old, a

family man, and respected merchant in Mecca, a thriving commercial city of Hijaz. Like
most Arabs of the time, he was familiar with the stories of Noah, Lot, Abraham, Moses and
Jesus and knew that some people expected the imminent arrival of an Arab Prophet, but it
never occurred to him that he would be entrusted with the mission. Indeed, when he escaped
from the cave and run headlong down the slopes of mount Hira, he was filled with desire.
How could Allah have allowed him to become possessed? The Jinn where capricious, they
were notoriously unreliable because they delighted in leading people astray. The situation in
Mecca was serious. His tribe did not need the dangerous guidance of a jinni. They needed
the direct intervention of ALLAH, who had always been a distant figure in the past, and who,

many believed was identical with the God worshiped by Jews and Christians.”%
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% Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet, Karan, P. 22.
2 paighamber Aman, Keran, tran. Yasir Jawad, P. 12.
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27 Al-Quran, 97:1.
2 Al-Quran, 6:124.
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“When Muhammad came to himself, he was so horrified to think, after all his spiritual
striving, that he had simply been visited by a Jinni that he no longer wanted to live, in
despair, he fled from the cave and started to climb to the summit of the mountains to flings

himself to his death.”?

(G UL AU bt T AT 1L e
“Terrified and still unable to comprehend what had happened, Muhammad stumbled down
the mountain side to Khadija, by the time he reached her, was crawling on her hands and
knees, shaking convulsively. “Cove me” he cried as he flung himself into her lap. Khadija
wrapped him in a cloak and held him in her arms until his fear abated. She had no doubts
at all about the revelation, this was no Jinni, she insisted. God would never play such a curl

trick on a man had honestly tried to serve him.”*
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2 Muhammad: A Prophet for our time Karan Armstrong, (London: Harper Press, 2006), P.37.
30 Muhammad: a Prophet for our time, P.47.
31 paighamber Aman, Keran, tran. Yasir Jawad, P. 30-31.
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“Overnight Muhammad had become the enemy”3*
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32 Badayuni, Muhammad Ismail, Istashragi Faraeb, (Islamic Research Society, Karachi, 2009), P. 56.
3 Al-Quran, 2:285.
3 Muhammad: a prophet for our time, Karan, P. 81.
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“Muhammad was not a pacifist.”?’

Sl &8l

“He had wanted to cut the cycle of violence and dispossession, not continue.”>®
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% paighamber Aman, Keran, tran. Yasir Jawad, P. 92.

3% paighamber Aman, Keran, tran. Yasir Jawad, P. 93.

37 Muhammad, a Prophet for our time,Karan, P. 137.

3% |bid, P. 151.

3% Muhammad at Medina, Watt, Montgomery, (London: Clarendon press, 1956), P. 23.
40 Al-Quran, 2:190.
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“Muhammad issued a general amnesty.”*
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“It would lead him in a direction that he had never imagined.”**
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41 Al-Quran, 2:193.

42 Paighambar Islam ki Swaneh Hayyat, Keran, Tran. Naeem Ullah Malik, P. 281.
43 Muhammad, a prophet for our time, Karen« P.201.

4 Muhammad, a prophet for our time, Karen, P.90.
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“In 612, at the start of his mission, Muhammad had a modest conception of his role. He

was no savior or messiah; he had no universal mission, at this date he did not even feel that

he should preach to the other Arabs of the peninsula.”®
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“Tt was a time of great desolation and some Muslim writers have attributed his suicidal
despair to this period. Had he been deluded after all? Or had God found him wanting as of

revelation and abandoned him?”*#’
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45 Muhammad, a prophet for our time, Karen, P.91.

46 |stashraqi Faraeb, Badayuni, P. 56.

47 Muhammad, a Biography of the Prophet, Karan, P. 89.

48 Paighambar Islam ki Swaneh Hayyat, Keran, Tran. Naeem Ullah Malik, P. 124.



18 International Research Journal on Islamic Studies (IRJIS) - (July-December 2020)

Ustsu st 2B s T 13 ST PV § o £ 06 LT ud S
AT B AL TG b p o L §ea 8w S 2 LU £ 5o LT 238
o SRS LT bt S o g L o i p T T3 E LTt Elor T
~e AT}

P i Vo Bsgg. 5 us 5 3lels U

TN (2 - GRS VIS SRRV YL R PR ¢ (O B e
LI LT SG s f b T s UG sf e f At LS S S o p S
SETF -S43 PR RS NN I AS PRI PN S I
:fwﬂLnL//.Jqu/um
uf}fw+bndv>¢‘ffuﬁfLcﬁ"gﬂKuufrf‘a_vgmu/iﬁf’l}:’mégmn/,ﬂ/L"Uu”ut‘ﬁ o

!
s s g s Y
"‘avijt/'/;gu’(;maamﬁuégf?;_,n/;":,g/“
S U M beT e E oI boobdl o o
P A o) B ol Lo

A Ml 1 o 1Bt p o 26312 TE S losr (MU S Bl kg s
I Qou LT A 2 S UrB 6 e Bt c W P12 Lipnl
_LLB}'ZJQ‘IJG'L'/)!J&@D}

mu?/‘"/‘z_/w,/.,ﬁ.ugigw;ﬂL(’“'wLu’?uJ’J/‘VJZ?J/dI‘L@naL‘waLO?
uj[s“‘iu:C;’LrM.ﬁ/"(}u//?/)’(uf+fJ¢if¢;,‘ug%/¢,ul;iuJétgt&&?u’f%c
L!}J_T&J/‘LJ@LJ! g;;/ijg-+wdué£;’wf,VJWu/,nrM;‘i’w(W!LJ%u”@d/t/aﬁug

49 Al-Quran, 93:3-4.

50" paighambar Islam ki Swaneh Hayyat, Keran, Tran. Naeem Ullah Malik, P. 124.

51 Al-Quran, 20:52.

52 Al-Azhari, Peer Karam Shah, Zia-un-Nabi, (Zia-ul-Quran Publications, Lahore, 1999), V: 5, P. 585.
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